
 
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

THE JOHN A. WILSON BUILDING 
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 106 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 

 
 

July 6, 2023 
 
Secretary Smith: 
 
The proposed acquisition in CA25-0254 with The George Washington University would enable 
the establishment of a new bridge housing program managed by the Department of Human 
Services (DHS). To ensure adequate time for community engagement, we subsequently 
introduced PR25-0296 on the grounds that this contract should not be acted upon by the Council 
until completion of the 30-day Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) comment period so 
that those comments could be given proper consideration. Subsequently, ANC2A held a Special 
Meeting on June 21 to hear from DHS on the details of the proposal and to discuss the project 
and a subsequent meeting on June 28 at which time ANC2A passed a resolution in support of the 
project if certain conditions were met. The 30-day comment period ended on July 5. 
 
As the Ward 2 Councilmember, Councilmember Pinto presented to DHS conditions in 
furtherance of the requests of the ANC and the community to ensure this project is as successful 
as possible. Based on this proposal, DHS made several immediate commitments as well as a 
general commitment to ongoing discussions and community engagement to ensure the success of 
the bridge housing program. The signed agreement between DHS Interim Director Rachel Pierre, 
Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services Wayne Turnage, City Administrator Kevin 
Donahue, and Ward 2 Councilmember Pinto is attached. 
 
We therefore respectfully request that the following measure be withdrawn from consideration 
by the Council: 

• PR25-0296 - Proposed Contract CA25-254 with George Washington University 
Disapproval Resolution of 2023. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________________   _________________________________ 
Ward 2 Councilmember Brooke Pinto   Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 
_________________________________ 
At-Large Councilmember Christina Henderson 
 
 
Cc:  Rachel Pierre, Interim Director of Department of Human Services 

Wayne Turnage, Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services 
Kevin Donahue, City Administrator 
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